
 

Happy 2019! What does the New Year hold for you? Are you longing for some-
thing new, better, different? Are you tired of flipping pages on the calendar and 
going through the motions of your life? Want to make a choice that will transform 
2019 from dead to lively, from flat to full, from just another year to your best year 
yet? Here is how to do that; spend time with God in His Word. 
 
This isn’t just another task or study to attend. This is an invitation to spend time 
with the King of the universe, listening to His voice in the pages of the only Book 
on the planet that will transform your soul. This isn’t a book club. It’s not an ap-
pointment with a personal trainer who might help you marginally reshape your 
body. This is God, who spoke the universe into existence, and who will speak to 
you personally if you open the Word and listen. How’s that work? Simply and me-
thodically. Open your Bible, and follow these three steps. 
 
Step 1: Discipline 
Here’s the spiritual workout plan: I challenge you to discipline yourself to spend 
thirty minutes in God’s Word every day for a month. During those thirty days, set 
aside the first half hour of every day—before you shower, before you dress for work, 
before you drink a cup of coffee (or while you drink it). Commit to this: “I will not 
do anything else until I get thirty minutes with the Lord in His Word.” 
 
At first, it’s going to feel like hard work, but it won’t stay that way for long. It’s like 
when you start working out on a treadmill with no fitness base—grueling at first, 
but over time it grows easier and eventually becomes addictive. Get up in the 
morning, and make yourself do it. Get a friend to hold you accountable. Check in 
with each other. Go after this choice that will change your life forever: thirty 
minutes for thirty days. It starts with discipline. 
  
Step 2: Desire 
This step involves another thirty days. No longer will reading the Bible just feel like 
a discipline. You will find that you look forward to it, that you can’t wait to spend 
time with the Lord. Like David, you’ll say, “As a deer pants for flowing streams, so 
pants my soul for you, O God” (Psalm 42:1). You’ll wonder how you lived without 
it. You’ll recognize how famished and impoverished your soul was and how diffi-
cult the Christian life felt on empty. No longer will it feel like a burden or obliga-
tion. 
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Items of Interest  

 Church Body 
Meeting               

Sunday after 
Church Jan.13  

Christian 
Education Class 
Begins Monday  
Jan. 21, 2 pm 

 Garage Sale  
Fri.  Jan. 25,  8-4  
Sat.  Jan 26,  8-12 

Meat Me Sunday 
Jan. 27  



After thirty days of discipline and thirty days of growing desire, you’ll conclude, “I want 
it. I desire it. I hunger for it.” After these sixty days, you’ll say, “I chose God’s Word as my 
authority, and my life has been changed forever.” And then you get to move on to step 3, 
which will blow your mind. 
 
In the third, thirty-day step, you will begin to experience what David observed about the 
blessed person, whose “delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates 
day and night” (Psalm 1:2). David didn’t tolerate God’s Word, the way we do Brussel 

sprouts. He didn’t gut it out, the way we do dental cleanings. He loved God’s Word. “Oh how I love your 
law! It is my meditation all the day” (Psalm 119:97). And we can get to that place too.  
 
When you begin to delight in God’s Word, time spent in His Book will become your favorite time of your 
day, the best part of your week, the most treasured moments of your life—alone with God, digging into His 
Word, being fed by His Spirit. And the effects will seep into every part of your day so that you will find 
God’s Word running in the background of your thoughts constantly. King David experienced this delight. 
So did the prophet Jeremiah, who wrote, “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became 
to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts” (Jeremiah 
15:16). So did the disciples, who “said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to 
us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures’” (Luke 24:32)? 
 
So can you. Choose God’s Word. Start with discipline, and watch as discipline gives way to desire and grows 
into full-blown delight. This can be the defining choice of 2019 for you. 
I dare you.  
 
Have a Happy New Year! 
God Bless from  Pastor Danny 
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January Tides 

World Missions 

Are you looking for a place to serve at North Bay Community Church? Would you like to meet an awe-

some group of dedicated and compassionate ladies (guys welcome too)? Are you curious about the World 

Missions Committee?   

Please accept this invitation to attend our next meeting, Tuesday February 5th at 10 AM in the Ron Rowand 

room.    See you there!    Laura Wisniewski 



Hello from the NBCC Choir!  
I was so pleased with the Christmas Cantata the choir presented on December 
23!  It truly takes a village.  A special thank you to: the dedicated choir members 
for their time and practice both on Thursdays and on their own time; Desiree Lit-
tle, for her time and talent on piano; Tim Schuler, for assisting us with sound for 
two extra rehearsals; David Rutter, for bringing the whole message together with 
his narration.  It was a nice surprise to walk into the choir room and find adorable 
hand made Christmas Trees for each member!  Thank you Crafters for your 
thoughtfulness. 
We look forward to a new season of musical inspiration and as always would love 
to welcome new members to join us in song and fellowship.  Rehearsals are each 
Thursday from 6:30-8:00.      
Musically,  Kendall Kline 

Music Notes 

Christian Education 

Children’s Sunday School  We are now offering Sunday School classes for children 
of all ages. Children are currently participating in the Preschool and Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade classes.  We hope you will help spread the word so we can attract 
more families with children to our church.   You also have an opportunity to serve 
in this important ministry to Children as we still need Teacher’s Assistants, Substi-
tute Teachers, and Nursery Workers.  We are especially in need of more Nursery 
Workers.  Please see Don Clapp if you can help. 

Adult Sunday School  We will begin a new study in January entitled “Journey 
Through the Bible.”  The focus will be on the stories and major figures of the Bible.  
For those who aren’t currently participating in Sunday School, we hope you will 
come and join us for this important study. 

History of the Christian Church   We will include a brief survey of the over 2,000 
year history of the Christian Church with a major focus on the impact of the Refor-
mation on the development of the Protestant church in the United States.  We will 
look at the defining events and major figures in this history.  This study will take 
approximately 8-9 weeks and will be held on Monday afternoons at 2 pm beginning 
on January 21, 2019.   

Don Clapp 
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Note from our  President 

members with numerous visits, 
cards, phone calls and seasonal craft 
gifts. The number of cards such as 
thinking of you, get well and sympa-
thy reached about 150 in total. 

The First Mate award which recog-
nizes special people who go above 
and beyond in helping at the 
church was discussed by David Rut-
ter. Council approved recognizing 
Faith Jacques as the next recipient. 

“Hanging of the Greens” in early 
December was a huge success. Al-
most 60 people were present to 
help decorate the Sanctuary and 
Gathering Place. Fellowship was 
shared over a continental breakfast. 

Sharon Sterrett, Chairperson of 
Outreach and Growth, explained 
the new campaign to offer NBCC 
license plates and frames. Car mag-
nets and magnetic name tags will 
continue to be offered for sale at 
nominal prices. While no profit is 
expected, the new campaign efforts 
will reinforce spreading NBCC’s 
presence in the community.  

Community Missions Committee 
chaired by Bonnie Spears, reported 
wonderful support of the Salvation 
Army Angel’s Program. Twenty-five 
bags for children and five silver bell 
(for adults) bags, as well as a carload 
of individual toys were delivered to 
the Salvation Army. Also, over 400 
pairs of shoes, numerous pants, 
purses and accessories were deliv-
ered to Clothes To Kids during this 
Holiday Season. 

World Missions Committee, 

Chaired by Laura Wisniewski, re-
ported $1596. collected this year for 
Hurricane Relief and $445. collect-
ed for the California wild fires. Col-
lections for the Heifer Project 
earned the church a “certificate of 
appreciation” for 2018.. This recog-
nition will be posted on the World 
Missions bulletin Board in the 
Gathering Place. 

Sandee McKenzie, Chairperson of 
the Hospitality Committee, ex-
pressed thankfulness regarding com-
pletion of the kitchen in the Gath-
ering Place. Everyone on this com-
mittee is thoroughly enjoining the 
new galley kitchen. 

Lastly, I want to publicly thank eve-
ryone on Council for helping to 
make 2018 such a banner year for 
the church. In November, prior to 
the pledge drive, David Rutter com-
mented on the various and many 
accomplishments of the church this 
year. I firmly believe that good 
works will continue in 2019. Pastor 
Danny will express his vision for the 
coming year at the Church Body 
meeting 
Sunday, 
January 
13. All 
members 
are strong-
ly encour-
aged to 
attend. See 
you at the 
meeting!                                          

Sincerely 
and with the love of Christ,                                                
Joe Spencer, President 

 The last meeting of the 2018 cal-
endar year took place December 
18. At this meeting, David Rutter 
presented a balanced budget for 
2019 as recommended by the Fi-
nance Committee. The budget 
was approved by council and will 
be brought forward for final ap-
proval at the Church Body meet-
ing on Sunday, January 13th.  

Roof leaks continue to be an is-
sue. Chairperson of Buildings 
and Grounds, David Baker, will 
go back to the roofing contractor 
to seek a successful resolution. 
Also, under Buildings and 
Grounds, the outer playground 
will need mulch and the Memori-
al Garden grounds will need 
mulch, too.  Sixty-five yards of 
much will be need in total. 

Emergency procedures for the 
academy are under review. David 
Rutter will be working with the 
director of the academy, Nicol 
Nixon, to address this important 
safety issue of developing plans 
and training the academy staff. 

Don Clapp, Chairperson of 
Christian Education, reported 
that the focus of 2018 has been 
to get a Children’s Sunday 
School Program started which 
happened on September 9. The 
focus of 2019 will be to grow the 
program as well as the Adult Sun-
day School class.  

Chairperson of Congregational 
Care, Jean Lefebvre, reported a 
very busy year reaching out to the 
homebound and other church 
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North Bay Community Church 

North Bay Community Church 

3170 McMullen Booth Rd. 

Clearwater FL 33761 

Phone: 727-796-0071 

E-mail: nbcc@tampabay.rr.com 

Website: 
northbaycommunitychurch.org 

JANUARY TIDES Pastoral Staff 

   Danny McDonald - Senior Pastor   

Music Staff  

   Kendall Kline - Director 

   Cathy Good - Pianist 

   Desiree Little -Organist  

Administrative Staff 

  Desiree Little - Office Administrator 

Church Facilities Staff 

  Barry Austin—Church Facilities Superintendent  

Preschool Administrator 

  Nycol Nixon 

 


